
City of Newark

NPDES Stormwater 
Program

Stormwater

Best Management Practices

This information has been prepared to educate 
residents about ways they can improve the 

quality of stormwater runoff reaching our storm 
drains, and ultimately, the creeks and 

tributaries in Newark.



Why should I care about 

Stormwater?

Water that flows into the storm sewer system does not 
get treated at the waste water treatment plant.  It flows 
through a series of pipes and discharges either directly 

or indirectly into our creeks and tributaries.  To 
minimize the potential for water quality problems, we 
need to work together to clean up our stormwater at 

the source.



Have you seen this in your 
neighborhood?

It is a visual reminder that what we put into our storm 
drains will ultimately end up in our local creeks!

Next, see some ways you can help keep our creeks clean.



Don’t litter.  This includes cigarette butts.  
Larger trash clogs our storm drains, 

which contributes to flooding.  Smaller 
trash ends up washing into local creeks 
and is not good for the fish and wildlife 

living there. 

Volunteer for a local cleanup.



Pick up pet wastes and dispose of them in 
the toilet, trash, or bury them.  When 

allowed to reach water bodies, pet wastes 
decompose and use up much of the 

oxygen needed for animals and plants to 
survive.



When your pet goes on the lawn, 
remember it doesn’t just go on 

the lawn…



Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly.  
Consider using alternatives to pesticides 
such as baits, traps, predatory insects, or 

plants that act as natural repellants.  
Consider using non-toxic or organic 

fertilizer.  Do not apply products in the wind 
or when rain is predicted.  Turn the spreader 
off while crossing sidewalks or drives so the 
product doesn’t wash into the storm drain 

in the next rain.



If you live near a creek or tributary, allow a 
vegetated buffer to grow along the stream 
bank.  Don’t mow to the edge, so the buffer 
can act to filter out pollutants and also help 

prevent stream bank erosion.



When you’re fertilizing the lawn, 
remember you’re not just fertilizing 

the lawn…



Some household products, such as 
cleaners, can cause water quality problems 
if allowed to get into the storm drain.  Buy 

products labeled “non-toxic” when 
possible.  Contact the Delaware Solid 

Waste Authority at 1-800-404-7080 for 
their Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection schedule.



Perform regular vehicle maintenance to 
minimize leaks.  If you change your own oil, 
recycle the used oil and filter at the nearest 
Recycle Delaware location.  For locations, 

contact the Delaware Solid Waste 
Authority at 1-800-404-7080.





When your car is leaking oil on 
the street, remember it’s not 
just leaking oil on the street…



Sweep sidewalks, patios and drives when 
cleaning up, rather than hosing them down 
with water.  Use rags and dry absorbents to 
clean up spills, then dispose of according to 

package directions.



Wash your car in a grassy area to allow 
the water to infiltrate through the soil.  

The top layer in the soil traps pollutants, 
preventing them from migrating to the 

storm drain.



When you’re washing your car in 
the driveway, remember you’re 
not just washing your car in the 

driveway…



Direct roof runoff into a rain barrel for 
reuse later.  Another alternative is to divert 

downspouts away from paved areas and 
onto grassy, vegetated areas to reduce 

water runoff and speed.



When draining or backwashing your pool, 
test that chlorine and any other chemicals 

are absent before discharging.  Never 
discharge directly into a storm drain, 

instead, allow the water to drain out slowly 
over a grassed area taking care not to flood 

your neighbor.



Stormwater runoff can contain bacteria, litter, oils, 
pesticides, fertilizers, and chemicals.  When left on the 

ground, rain or melting snow can wash these pollutants 
into a storm drain.  These materials can degrade local 

waters when allowed to flow into our storm drain 
system.  Unlike sanitary sewers, storm drains are not 

connected to a treatment plant.  This water ultimately 
flows into our creeks and tributaries.

In addition, if you are caught allowing anything but rain 
into the storm drain, you could be subject to severe 

penalties and/or fines, plus the cost of cleanup.

We need to stop stormwater pollution at the source.

Remember:

Only Rain In the Storm Drain



To report a spill during regular business hours call the City of 
Newark’s Police Chief/Emergency Management Coordinator at 

302-366-7100

After hours contact  the DNREC Emergency Response Hotline at 

1-800-662-8802

For waste disposal and recycling questions call the Delaware 
Solid Waste Authority Citizens Response Line at 

1-800-404-7080

For general stormwater program information contact the 
Stormwater Program Coordinator at 302-366-7040 or visit our 

website at:

http://www.cityofnewarkde.us/NPDESstormwaterprogram

The City of Newark

220 Elkton Road

Newark,  DE  19711

http://www.cityofnewarkde.us/NPDESstormwaterprogram
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