
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
City of Newark Public Works Department 

Stormwater Utility 

(302) 366-7040  

www.cityofnewarkde.us/publicworks/

stormwaterutility 

 

 

University of Delaware 

Water Resources Agency 

(302) 831-4929  

www.ipa.udel.edu/wra 

 

 

Report Spills 
 

During Business Hours (8:30 a.m.τ5:00p.m.):  

City of Newark Emergency Management  

Coordinator, Police Chief Paul Tiernan 

(302) 366-7104. 
 

 After Business Hours:  

DNREC Emergency Response Hotline at  

(800) 662-8802. 

 

HOW YOU CAN PROTECT OUR WATERWAYS 

Test soil at the University of Delaware Soil Testing 

Program and use only as much fertilizer as you need.  

Never apply fertilizer before a rainstorm. 

Wash your car at a carwash or on the grass. 

Do not dump chemicals down the storm drain. 

Do not place dog waste in the street or down the storm 

drain. Clean up after walking the dog. 

Use a rain barrel to capture runoff from your roof and 

use it to water your garden and lawn. 

Build a rain garden, which captures stormwater and 

allows it to percolate through the soil  

If you see a clogged storm drain, clean it or call the 

Public Works Department at (302) 366-7040. 

Keep trash off the street and put it in the trash can so 

litter does not wash down storm drains. 

The information contained in this brochure was 

compiled with the assistance of the Water Resources 

Agency at the University of Delaware.   

Public Works Department  
City of Newark, Delaware  

http://www.cityofnewarkde.us/index.aspx?NID=19
http://www.cityofnewarkde.us/index.aspx?NID=19
http://www.ipa.udel.edu/wra/


STORMWATER RUNOFF 
 

When it rains in Newark, water can either soak into 

the ground, evaporate, or run off into waterways  

such as the White Clay Creek or Christina River.  

Impervious surfaces such as parking lots and roof-

tops prevent water from soaking into the ground 

and increase the amount of stormwater.  This in-

creased runoff carries pollutants such as fertilizers, 

pesticides, sediments, and motor oil directly to our 

streams and rivers and can also cause flooding and 

erosion.  This can be extremely damaging to our 

watersheds and communitiesς in Newark, storm-

water is drinking water!   The graphics show that in 

a natural watershed, only 10% of rain runs off to 

streams.  When the watershed is 75% developed, 

over 55% of the rain runs off  to streams. 

STORMWATER UTILITY 
 

The City of Newark owns and maintains a complex 

stormwater system in the Christina River and White 

Clay Creek watersheds including 60 miles of sewers, 

200 miles of curbs and gutter, 3000 catch basins, 36 

stormwater management areas, and 500 floodplain 

acres along 10 stream miles. 

 

Goals 
 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿŀǊƪΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

goals are to: 

Prevent/reduce flood damage from flood 

events 

Prevent/solve stormwater drainage problems 

Improve water quality in the White Clay Creek 

and Upper Christina River watersheds 

5ŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ ƭƻŀŘǎ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

drinking water streams and wellhead areas 

Reduce soil erosion and sediment problems 

 

 

The City of Newark operates the stormwater  

program to comply with the following Federal/state 

laws and regulations: 

Delaware Sediment and Stormwater   

        Regulations 

Delaware Source Water Protection Law of 2001 

Federal Clean Water Act, NPDES MS4  

       Permit and Total Maximum Daily Loads 

       (TMDL) 

FEMA Flood Insurance Program 

Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 

Benefits 
 

To fund stormwater, water quality, watershed, and 

floodplain programs, the City of Newark proposes to 

adopt a stormwater utility fee.  Over 600 towns in 

the United States already have stormwater utilities 

including the college towns of Burlington, VT; 

Chapel Hill, NC; Palo Alto, CA, and Ft. Collins, CO.  
 

The benefits of a stormwater utility include: 

Accrued to tax paying and tax exempt properties 

Equitable assessment of feesτrelated to imper-

vious surface on property 

Dedicated/sustainable funding for life cycle costs 

Improves overall equity of municipal financing 

mix 

Treating stormwater as a utility like drinking  

        water 
 

The City of Newark is considering an ordinance that 

would adopt the stormwater utility effective early 

2010 and would be included with your property tax 

bill.  Single family residential dwellings constitute 

ƻǾŜǊ тр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

charged one of 4 tiered fees based on zoning dis-

trict.  Nonτsingle family residential properties 

would be assessed at a rate of a half penny per 

square foot of impervious cover. 
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Designation Stormwater Fee 

Residential, single family  

            RD, 6,250 sf min. $1.42/month 

            RS, 9,000 sf min. $1.67/month 

            RT, 15,000 sf min. $2.00/month 

            RH, 21,780 sf min. $2.58/month 

Multifamily Residential, 
University, Business, 
Manufacturing, Industrial, 
Office 

$5.00/1000 sq. ft. of 

impervious cover, 

annually 


